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ction of 45,000 per-
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standing the fact that within the same period the
area devoted to agriculture has been extended by
over five million acres. These results are partly
due to the greater amount of scientific knowledge
that is now brought to bear upon the cultivation
of the soil, but more particularly to the greatly in-
creased use of modern machinery—much of it of
Australian origin, both as to invention and manu-

facture.

On the other hand, the farmers’ extra machinery
(set down by the Commonwealth Statistician as

being of the value of thirteen millions sterling,
making the total more than double the amount of
ten years ago), has added to the number of em-
ployees engaged in Australian factories. This num-
ber to-day is 467,247, as against 331,728 in 1914;
an increase of 135,519.

This addition could be largely supplemqnted if

considerably more of the goods consumed in Aus-
tralia were made in Australia. It is a reflection
upon the citizens of the Commonwealth that, dur-
ing the last four years alone, they have purchased
approximately six hundred million pounds’ worth of
goods imported from overseas. As, during that
period,  the population has averaged a total of six
millions, the value of the importations comes to

exactly £100 per head, or approximately £400 per
family.

Taking the matter a stage further, it may be

pointed out that the cost of labor on manufactured
goods, is at least sixty per cent. of the total. It is
clear, therefore, that over the years indicated the
average Australian family gave to some overseas
artisan, instead of to a fellow Australian, work and
wages to the value of £240. To be quite fair, how-
ever, it has to be admitted that the whole of the
imported commodities cannot be produced in Aus-
tralia.  Nevertheless the proportion which Aus-
tralia could furnish is very large, and if the amount

added, that, if the public could be induced to wear ‘
nothing but locally-made boots, “several thousands |
more would be employed.” ‘

it may be pointed out that,
ratio .of employment to production in Australian |
factories, it requires twelve hundred workers to

make a million pounds’ worth of goods. If, there-
fore, out of the enormous quantity of goods which I

was imported last year, one hundred million pounds’ .
worth had been made in Australia, employment jt
would have been found for no less than one hun-
dred and twenty thousand additional workers.

be reduced from £240 to £200 per family, it will ||
be readily recognised that a vast amount of money r\'-.-
has been, and is. being every year, paid to overseas i
work-people, which could be much more advantage- '|“|
ously paid to Australians. “

; To give a striking illustration of how a preference ¢ i
in the purchase of Australian-made goods may il
serve in abolishing unemployment, the following |
matter is extracted from the “Register” newspaper,

Adelaide, S.A., of April 24, 1929:—

“It is astonishing the difference that can be
made by 'that preference. Here is an instance.
The boot industry was declining. Employers as-
sisted employees who were out of work—in addi-
tion to the unemployment the factories were work-
ing pa.rt time—to make a house to house canvas,
appealing for support for the local article. The
result was that those out of work returned to
their jobs, and the factories worked full time.”
To the foregoing recital of facts a comment was

= EIEI ==

=

-

Enlarging upon the statement of the “Register,”
taking the present
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Further investigation on these points goes to show
that, on the average, each of these workers would
have been the means of work or sustenance for five
others. It is thus very clear that, if Australia made
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““ For the preceding reasons, not to enumerate
\ others that could be mentioned, there is ample justif-
“\l cation for the individual adoption of the slogan—

ER YOU TRADE BUY AUSTRALIAN-

““ «WHEREV
M ADE-”

Support  Your Country
and

It Will Support You.
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